BIOGRAPHIE

Pianiste, compositeur et chanteur Franck Amsallem a enregistré huit cds sous son nom, passé vingt ans aux Etats Unis et accompagné Gerry Mulligan, Charles Lloyd ou Joshua Redman, ainsi que Maria Schneider et Harry Belafonte.

En 1992 il remporte le 2e prix au Jacksonville Great American Jazz Piano Competition. Il s'est depuis produit sous son nom dans les plus grands festivals europeens, en Amerique du Sud, Afrique et Asie. Parallelement il mene un carriere de compositeur pour big band, orchestre à cordes et orchestre de chambre.

En 2002, Franck se réinstalle en France et enregistre "Summer Times", puis "A week in Paris” . Jazzman et Jazz Magazine saluent une nouvelle fois tres chaudement ces opus. En parallele, Franck joue régulierement avec des musiciens aussi prestigieux que Tim Ries, Jerry Bergonzi, les chanteuses Melanie Dahan et Sara Lazarus et le saxophoniste Rick Margitza. Cette annee, une tournee au Perou, le festival JazzaVienne, et des concerts en Israel, Hollande, Lituanie, Algerie et au Perou sont au programme. Son dernier cd "Amsallem Sings" met en valeur ses talents de chanteur-pianiste sur douze chansons tirées du Great American Songbook.

ENGLISH BIO

Franck Amsallem has been a professional pianist and composer for over 30 years. As a leader he has released eight cds under his name, all of which have received rare critical acclaim, as well as a major collaboration on Blue Note "New York Stories". His sideman credits have included some of the great names in jazz: Gerry Mulligan, Charles Lloyd, Gary Bartz, Sonny Fortune,  Bobby Watson, Jerry Bergonzi, Rick Margitza, Tim Ries, Joe Chambers, Maria Schneider, Blood Sweat and Tears, and Harry Belafonte. He has played many venues throughout the U.S. and Europe including the Village Gate, the Knitting Factory, Birdland, Blues Alley, Sweet Basil, Pizza Express (London), Porgy and Bess (Vienna), the Pori, Molde, Red Sea, Parc Floral de Paris, Nice and Antibes Jazz Festival (where he shared the bill with Earth Wind and Fire). The recipient of major awards (NEA composition fellowship, ASCAP award for young composers, Fondation de la Vocation) in both the USA and France, Franck recently toured throughout Germany, Mexico, Central America,  South America and South Africa, as well as major concerts in Holland, Portugal, Israel, Croatia, Spain, the Czech republic, Armenia and Lebanon. As a composer, he has worked with the National Jazz Orchestra of France, the Mel Lewis jazz Orchestra, the WDR, and several symphony orchestras

    2008/9 tours included a 5 city tour of China (solo), Algeria, Holland, Belgium, Israel, Portugal, a 5-city tour of Peru and a solo concert in Vilnius. Franck was a featured performer at the Jazzavienne festival in a 6-piano program composed by Martial Solal, and was then reinvited to Algiers with his trio. His newest opus "Amsallem Sings" showcases his talents as a pianist-singer, featuring 12 songs from the Great American Songbook.

